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MOKAN CAMERON 
Greetings Clan, 

 
The skirl of bagpipes rang out again at the 
Scottish Games and Cultural Fest held at Forest Park in St. 
Louis. 

  

 

 

 
Members Neil and Zee Taylor at the St Louis Games with 
Granddaughter Ragan Brown.

The gates opened Friday, October 1st at 5 pm; and the 
festival began at dusk in the Park’s Langenberg Field with 
our National Anthem and Welcome followed by a 
torchlight ceremony and the “calling” of the Scottish 
clans. The remainder of the evening was a ceilidh (Kay-
lee), a celebration of singing and dancing. 
 
The Opening Ceremony began on 
Saturday, October 2nd with the 
presentation of the flags by the Scottish 
American Military Society and at 12:30 pm 
the clans gathered for the Parade of 
Tartans. 

  Our Clan Cameron   
Banner Carrier is John Owens standing 
with Dale & Carol Cameron and Debbie Cambron. 
 
 
Dale & Carol Cameron in front of the Clan Cameron tent 
at the St Louis Games; member Alvin Cameron seated. 
(Photos by Carol Cameron) 

   
 

 
Saturday features through the day 
included Scottish heavy athletics, bagpipe 
competition, highland dancing, Sheepdog 
herding demonstrations, Highland Cattle 
and birds of prey, with plenty of Scottish 
foods, crafts, Burn’s poetry reading and 
Storytelling (Seanachaid). 
(Information from stlouis-scottishgames.com and  
article by Janet Rentrop-St Louis Photo Journalism     
  Project) 

http://www.lochiel.net/
mailto:camshron@gmail.com
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Ceilidh  
A Ceilidh (pronounced “Kay-lay”) can be one of many 
things, related to friends visiting. The word derives from 
the Gaelic with the translation being “a visit”. It can also 
mean a house party, a concert, or an evening of informal 
Scottish dancing. In southern Scotland, Ceilidhs tend to 
have more dancing, while in the north they tend to have 
more singing - unless the advert says “Ceilidh dance” 
which becomes obvious! In any case, dancing at Ceilidhs 
is informal and the purpose is the enjoyment of 
performing in the dance. Scottish Country Dancing and 
Highland Dancing are often more formal and performed 
as an exhibition, while Ceilidh Dancing is for participation 
(let ye’r hair doon). Ceilidh bands are regaining popularity 
in Scotland, and the first world champions were “Fire in 
the Glen”, now called “Tannas”. 

 
 

Member News 
 

We had some new members join us at the St Louis Games. 

 

Welcome Margie and Mike Rose from Herculaneum, 

Missouri. 

 

 
 

Welcome also Adam and Aaron Cameron of Jefferson 

City, Missouri. 

Caid Mille Failte 

A Hundred Thousand Welcomes 

 

We welcome and thank all new and renewing members. 

 

The following picture is Captain Christina Kulp, daughter 

of long time members of our branch, Ray & Cheryl Kulp. 

Christina was once a member also. 
 

Christina has been serving in the Middle-East and is 

shown here sitting in a chair in Saddam’s palace in 

Baghdad. 

 
 

 

Lochiel News 

 
I was thrilled to see the wedding picture of our younger 

Lochiel, Donald Andrew and his wife Sarah and included 

it in the Summer Newsletter. 

 

You’ve probably heard the saying “a picture is worth a 

thousand words”; that’s not far from the truth.  A picture 

makes a name a real person, turns impersonal words into a 

personal connection. 

 

I’m pleased to be able to see and share these pictures of 

the youngest in the line of Lochiel, Donald Fergus Ralph 

Cameron. 

 
Picture from “The Piper” Clan Cameron Ontario’s Newsletter 

Donated by Clan Cameron Australia News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo from Clan Cameron Online 
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A Call for Content 
 

Our president and secretary, Dale & Carol Cameron 

received an email from the Clan Cameron North American 

Commissioner, Tom Cameron requesting items to put in 

the 2010 CCNA Annual, which will be published 

(electronically) December 1st, 2010. The deadline for 

contribution of content is November 19th.  

 

We really have little to contribute this year, so we also are 

making a “call for content”.  We would like to hear from 

you during the year.  We would appreciate photos, family 

stories, history, original works of music, poetry, short 

stories, art from any of our members and their family. 

Things we can publish in our MOKAN Newsletter as well 

as possibly share with other Clan Cameron Branches 

through the Clan Cameron North American Annual. 

 

Tom Cameron shared a few of the rules for content: 

 

In that this is both our yearly "snapshot" of CCNA, and 

also a creative forum unrestrained by the usual Clan 

Cameron newsletter space confines, it's a time to get 

creative (or to ask those within your local Cameron 

communities to come on board to submit).  As before, 

we're looking at content that meets the following 

guidelines: 

  
- Relates directly to the Clan Cameron or the Clan 

Cameron Association (profiling a merchant who sells clan 

rings would be a good example on what not to include, as 

would stories about Aunt Bertha Cameron's dusty kilted 

skirt that is currently feeding moths in her wardrobe). 

  
- Is of interest to our diverse field of readers: U.S., 

Canada, and all points between.  Detailing a potluck 

dinner in the back of a clan tent would be of little interest 

to those thousands of miles distant, unless you're sending 

some of that food to each branch! 

  
- Doesn't thump too hard on those topics not suited for 

polite dinner party conversation (sex, religion, 

politics...especially not those from Scotland and Britain) 

  
- Is somewhat original content.  If your newsletters had an 

amazing article that didn't go further than across a state 

or province, then perhaps.  However, this is a wonderful 

place to show off some originality. 

  

That's about it.  Short stories, historic pieces, poetry, 

music, literature, artwork and/or cartoons (p-l-e-a-s-e, we 

would LOVE to have some original art), interesting 

photographs, all of this would be acceptable.  We've had 

pieces come in at seven pages in the past - there are NO 

space limitations, though I do have to exercise the 

expected editorial limitations.  To save a great deal of 

your time, perhaps it might be best to e-mail an idea or 

concept, and I'll share my thoughts before the writing 

begins.  Since we format uniformly, content would 

preferably arrive plain text or MS Word - don't waste time 

making it look all "purdy" and do not submit a .pdf 

document.  A .pdf turns a cut, paste and format job into a 

tiresome re-type job, which will certainly crank the ol' 

blood pressure up!  :) 

 

As Tom Cameron Said, “that’s about it”.  We look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

 

Fall/Winter 2010 Events 
 

Scottish St. Andrew Society of Greater St. Louis 
 

11/15/2010  (Every 3rd Monday of the Month through 
November)Burns 101 
Schlafly Bottleworks, St. Louis   6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
An introduction to Robert Burns and his works. 
 
12/07/2010 (Tuesday) 
Christmas in the Kitchen Concert – Mitzi McDonal & Keltic Reign 
The Sheldon Concert Hall – 6 pm - ? 
3648 Washington Blvd, St. Louis, MO 63108 
 
1/22/11 
Burns Dinner -   ph# 314-514-6108  
St. Louis Marriott West  
 660 Maryville Centre Dr, St. Louis, MO 63141  
 
Illinois St Andrew Society 
 
11/19/2010 (Friday) 
165th anniversary Dinner – Feast of the Haggis 
Hotel Intercontinental – Chicago, Illinois 
Event marks St. Andrews Day 
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Kirkin O’ the Tartans 
 

The Scottish St. Andrews Society of Springfield, Missouri held their 

annual “Kirkin O’ the Tartans” on Saturday, November 6th, 2010, at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church in Springfield, Missouri 

Not knowing what a “Kirkin” was, I did a little research 

 

A brief history behind "The Kirkin' 'O' the Tartan 
By Wm. Putnam 

On July 25th, 1745, the young Prince Charles Edward 

Stewart, (Bonnie Prince Charles), returned from France 

and at Lochnanaugh, and began the enlistment of the 

Highland Clans for his abortive attempt to dethrone King 

George II of England. He intent was to restore the 

Scottish throne and the Royal House of Stewart. 

After a succession of victorious battles against England, 

but now vastly outnumbered, exhausted and hungry, 

the reduced Highland ranks were utterly routed to 

Culloden on April 16th, 1746, thus ending the Highland 

War with England as victor. 

To subdue the spirit of the Highlanders, the English 

Parliament invoked the Act of Proscription that banned 

the wearing of any sign of the Tartan, forbad any 

speaking in Gaelic, outlawed Scottish music, dancing, or 

the playing of the pipes, which I might add, the Act said 

"emitted an aggressive and warlike sound." (The pipes 

at that time were officially labeled an "instrument of 

war". but that's another story.) The tartan was no linger 

allowed to be worn by all Highlanders. An exception was 

permitted only by those who would serve his majesty 

the King of England, by joining his regiments. Many 

Highlanders lead by their true family convictions joined, 

just so they could wear a Tartan kilt. 

It was 36 years before the Act of Proscription was finally 

revoked but, during all those years endured by our 

forefathers, the Highland churches of the time had a 

special day when Highlanders gathered. Each clan 

member would carry a small piece of their Tartan 

concealed under their outer clothing and, with the right 

hand held over their precious pieces of sacred cloth, 

they all joined in prayer. Their prayer offerings were to 

plead with God, asking to speedily cause the repeal of 

the devastating Act of Proscription and restore the 

Highlanders culture. 

When finally the Act was repealed, the Highlanders, as 

Cunningham wrote in his History of Scotland said: 

"[they]...returned with joy to their beloved kilt, no 

longer bound to the unmanly trews of the lowlanders." It 

is a spiritual continuation with this era of Scottish 

History that we celebrate "The Kirkin 'O' The Tartan". 

The Scottish Society of Central California 
 

For native Scots arriving in the USA, the tradition of "Kirkin' o' 
the Tartans" is something of a surprise.  
 
The ceremony had its beginning in America with the St 
Andrew’s Society of Washington, DC during the early years of 
WW II. Dr. Peter Marshall, a native Scot, was Pastor of the New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church, Washington, DC, from 
October 3, 1937 to his death January 25, 1949. He was also 
Chaplain of the US Senate and a member of the St Andrew’s 
Society. He spoke many times in support of the British War 
Relief. His sermons were popular, and when, in response to 
requests, they were printed, proceeds from sales were 
designated for relief programs in Britain. When asked for a title 
to his sermon of May 2, 1943, Dr. Marshall suggested the 
name, "Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans". 
 
During World War II, the St Andrew’s Society of Washington 
began to hold services of prayer for the subjects of Britain. 
These services continued in the Washington area and soon 
came to be known as "the Kirkin’", an annual event of the 
Society. Today the ceremony is held in the Washington 
National Cathedral each year on a Sunday near St Andrew’s 
Day. Today, throughout this great country of ours, we Scots 
celebrate the Kirkin’ on the Sunday after most, if not all, of the 
Highland Games held in the States. Many churches hold their 
own Kirkin’s around St Andrew's Day and/or any other Sunday 
of the year they so choose. 
 
In most Kirkin’ services the Clan Banners are carried in 
procession by Clansmen in Scottish attire into the sanctuary led 
by at least one Piper playing "Scotland the Brave" and at a 
given point during the service, the tartans are blessed in 
recognition of our heritage. 
 
The service is briefly as follows: The Beadle (leader) commands 
"Gentlemen raise your tartans". All Clansmen respond, in a 
loud voice, "We raise these tartans to Almighty God". It is then 
declared, by the Beadle or his appointee, "On behalf of all Clans 
represented here today, we raise these tartans to Almighty 
God in appreciation of our heritage and ask His blessings on His 
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servants. In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen". The Minister then offers a prayer of 
dedication. At the end of the prayer the recessional 
commences with the Piper(s) playing and the congregation 
singing "Amazing Grace" as the tartans are processed out of the 
sanctuary. 

From: stlouis-scottishgames.com website 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Photos: Armstrong Clan Society    April 2006 

 

The National Cathedral in Washington D.C. 

COMMISSIONER 
Clan Cameron North America 

 Tom Cameron 
 

Thomas Alexander Cameron FSA Scot, has served as 

Cameron of Lochiel's Commissioner for North America 

since 2005. In 1995, he founded Clan Cameron On-line, 

Clan Cameron's home on the Internet, and has also 

served in other positions within the Clan Cameron 

Association over the years. In 2009 he co-authored the 

“Lochaber Geographic Compendium” especially as 

it relates to the Clan Cameron. He is currently working 

on an extensive project detailing a specific portion of 

Sir Ewen Cameron of Lochiel's life, circa 1665. 

 

 

 
Dr. Harold Cameron 

Founding Commissioner 
Clan Cameron North America 

 

On August 13, 2010 Ontario Branch was privileged to attend the 

first presentation of The Coat of Arms of Clan Cameron 

North America to its Founding Commissioner at home with 

members of his family in London ON. 
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Current Commissioner Thomas A. Cameron made the journey 

from Illinois with a framed archival document declaring the full 

text of the Lord Lyons provenance of the new Coat of Arms. 

 

This all began at the Dutton Highland Games in Ontario during 

the summer of 1966. Dr. Harold Cameron of London, Ontario 

had been contacted and asked to attend these games, to represent 

Clan Cameron. Harold, a native of Scotland who emmigrated to 

Canada after graduating from Edinburgh, thought it prudent to 

telegraph Colonel Donald Hamish Cameron of Lochiel, XXVI 

Chief of Clan Cameron, asking for his involvement – neither 

knew one another at the time, a situation that would be rectified 

in the near future. 

 

“West Elgin Caledonian Society will honour the Clan 

Cameron at the Dutton Highland Games, August 1. Today I 

was asked to represent the clan. We would be greatly 

honoured to receive a message from our chief. May I have 

the privilege of reading one from you on that date?” 
 

Lochiel supplied Harold with welcoming words for the 

occasion. 

 

A total of 90 individuals signed the Cameron register at the 

Dutton Games that day in August, which in itself was an 

indication of just how pleased North American Camerons were 

to finally see their clan represented. It was shortly after the 

Dutton Games that Harold was asked by Mr. A.D. Cameron, 

President of the Glasgow Branch of the Clan Cameron 

Association, to form a branch in North America. 

 

“I was reluctant to do so,” Harold related “pointing out the 

great distances involved, but as I thought about it I realized 

that the only way such an organization could develop would 

be if it were to be centered on Highland Gatherings, or other 

events which drew a crowd who were interested in their 
heritage.” “For the next few years, until the family grew up, 

I found myself wearing two balmorals - one as the father of 

kids in a pipe band and the other as organizer of a Clan 

Association.” 
 
In July, 1967 Harold traveled to North Carolina and put up a 

Clan Cameron tent with a display of tartans, clan history books 

and clippings. With a warm welcome from Mrs. Agnes MacRae 

Morton this makeshift Cameron tent at the Grandfather 

Mountain Highland Games would become an instant success. 

 

Harold related that “I immediately found myself surrounded 

by a nucleus of very interested Camerons, clansmen who had 
been looking for exactly such a tent.” 

 
Within a matter of hours the nucleus of a Clan Association was 

formed. Many of the initial members of Clan Cameron North 

America subscribed to the beliefs held by Harold, which were in 

agreement with other worldwide branches: 

“We of Clan Cameron around the world are really a 

common interest group. We have a common heritage 
stemming from a distant kinship, and, like other ethnic 

groups, we work to enjoy and perpetuate our heritage within 
the framework of our respective nations to which we owe our 

sole political allegiance; we seek to educate ourselves and 

our children in the story of our forebears.” 

 
This original group of Camerons was directed to join the Clan 

Cameron Association in Glasgow, and Harold corresponded 

with them over the ensuing year with regularity. 

 

“When we all met the following year we were ready to form 
ourselves into a group, elect officers and request permission 

of Lochiel to form the Grandfather Mountain Branch of Clan 

Cameron.” 

 

 
Writ of Arms 

JULY 14, 1968 – THE NORTH 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION IS 

FOUNDED 

 
From: Clan Cameron Ontario Piper   Fall 2010 

Thomas A  Cameron 
 

Genealogy Corner 
The Scottish clan of yesteryear was a collection of individuals 
with a given surname (often related by blood) living somewhat 
in close proximity to one another, united under a common 
chief.  Others have defined clans as "those of common stock."  
In many instances septs (sometimes described as "broken men" 
from other clans who sought the protection of another chief) 
were also considered part of any given clan.    
The Clan Cameron has a recorded history from the fifteenth 
century, although unsubstantiated histories have its roots 
reaching back to the supposed first chief, Angus Cameron, 
living about the year 1000.  They resided in the "Cameron 
Country" of Lochaber, an area roughly 12 by 16 miles near the 
present day town of Fort William, in Scotland's West 

Highlands.  The history of the Camerons, as a Scottish clan, 
is an extensive and often combative one, for that was 
how men learned to survive and live another day.   
Clan Cameron Online  

http://www.clan-cameron.org/septs.html
http://members.aol.com/CLANCAM1/history.html
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Scottish Recipes 

 
“ HIGHLAND LEMON PUDDING” PIE 

  

 4 egg yolks                                                    4 

egg whites 

1 cup sugar                                                    ¼ 

cup sugar 

½ cup butter                                                   1 

9-inch baked pie shell 

½ cup lemon juice 

1 teaspoon lemon rind 

  

          In the top of a double boiler, beat egg 

yolks and 1 cup sugar until thick and lemon 

colored.  Add butter, lemon juice, and lemon 

rind, and cook over boiling water, stirring 

constantly until thick.  Cool to room 

temperature. 

          Beat egg whites until stiff but not dry.  

Gradually beat in ¼ cup of sugar.  Fold gently 

into lemon mixture.  Turn into baked pie shell 

and bake for 20 minutes at 35o degrees or 

until brown. 

Donated by: Carol Cameron – from a rare cookbook from the Highlands; 
measurements and ingredients have been updated for modern day cooking. 

 

Featured Music 
John Taylor 

A native of Aberdeen, Scotland, John Taylor came to the 
San Jose area in 1979. In the years since, the sound of his 
fiddle has become familiar to the many Scots and fans of 
Scottish music in the San Francisco Bay Area.  
 
Since 1984, he has played fiddle with the pub band 
Emerald, which plays a combination of Scottish and Irish 

music mixed in with a good dash of country western, 

rock 'n roll, and general insanity. The perfect ceilidh 

band!  
 
 

In addition, John appears regularly in concert or at 
Highland Games, and can frequently be heard playing for 
Scottish Country Dances throughout the Bay Area, and, 
further afield in the US and Canada. He plays regularly 
with pianist Andy Imbri and with the band Fiddlesticks 
and Ivory, and has recorded albums with both. Over the 
past few years, he has also appeared regularly with 
Austin-based Scots singer Ed Miller on his visits to 
California.  
 
John and Ed Miller performed Songs of Scotland at the St. 

Louis Games last month. 

 

He lives in California and leads the band Hamewith. 

 
 
Familiar to anyone who frequents Highland Games, John 
has played throughout the US as a solo performer and for 
Scottish Country Dancing. In addition, he can often be 
seen performing with singer Ed Miller or Scots/Irish duo 
Men of Worth. Hamewith, which means “homewards” in 
the Scots dialect, evolved from sessions at the “King's 
Head” pub in Campbell. Although their music is primarily 
Scottish, the band members are from varied 
backgrounds, and this is reflected in their repertoire. 

Album 
The Road Ahead (2003) 
1. The Barren Rocks of.... Kerry? 
2. The Mill, Mill, O 
3. Moira of Dunblane 
4. Mississippi Rose 
5. The Falls of Shin 
6. The Road Ahead 
7. Loch Leven Castle 
8. O'er the Hills 
9. Retreat Marches 
10. Mull of the Mountains 
11. Cailleach Beinn a 'Bhric 
12. The Rocks Return to Aden 

http://www.highlandnet.com/events/ent/bios/e027.html

