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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Greetings to all MOKAN Branch 
members,

Well, here we are one-third of the way 
through 2008.  So far, 2008 has been 
a good and productive year and it has 
great promise to continue.

We have one game 
behind us for the 
year.  The War-
rensburg, Missouri 
Games were held 
Saturday, April 19, 
with good ole Scot-
tish weather…
damp, cold and 
windy. Attending those games along 
with Carol and I were Allan and Deby 
Cameron and Neil and Zee Taylor.  
The attendance was small due in no 
small part to the weather.  Despite 
this, we did have a number of guests 
at the clan tent and time for the three 
couples to visit and share our com-
mon heritage. 

The MOKAN Branch of Clan 
Cameron, N. A. held its first Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) on April 27, 
2008 at the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Columbia, MO.  Despite the good 
attendance of the members present, 
who gave up their Sunday, I would 
have preferred a larger turnout.  My 
personal thanks and appreciation to 
Treasurer, Allan and wife Deby 
Cameron, for a job well done in or-
ganizing the location and great meal 
for the event.

I am equally pleased with the member 
participation during the meeting.  
Several good and productive ideas and 
suggestions were discussed.  Some of 
these have already been implemented 
for the remainder of the year.

Election of officers was held with the 
following results:  Dale Cameron, 
President, Vice President, Neil Taylor, 
Treasurer, Allan Cameron, Corre-
sponding Secretary, and Carol 
Cameron.  Board members ap-
pointed by the president are Vince 
Kenny – 3 years; Mike Cameron – 2 
years, and Joey Swift – 1 year.  Evan 
Marshall was appointed and gra-
ciously accepted the position of 
Newsletter Editor.

I am sure most of you are aware that 
the St. Louis Games have been sus-
pended for 2008.  This is a vast dis-
appointment to many of us, as this 
has always been a great game for us to 
finish out the year.

The Kansas City Highland Games are 
fast approaching.  Those will be span 
3 days, June 13-15.  The torchlight 
ceremony will be held on Friday eve-
ning, June 15th.  As always, I implore 
all our members to mark your calen-
dars. Make it an important event to 
attend! We always have room at the 
Clan Cameron tent to visit and relax.

The MOKAN Branch will finish out 
the year on September 6th at the 
Southwest Celtic Heritage Festival in 
Buffalo, MO.  So again, please mark 
these dates and plan to join us.  This 

is YOUR Branch and we need your 
ideas, support and participation.

We still have members with dues in 
arrears.  These dues need to be paid, 
as it is difficult to budget for projects, 
if we don’t have a known amount of 
funds available. 

Aye,
Dale
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The prickly purple thistle was 
adopted as the Emblem of Scotland 
during the rein of Alexander III 
(1249 -1286). Legend has it that an 
Army of King Haakon of Norway, 
intent on conquering the Scots landed 
at the Coast of Largs at night to sur-
prise the sleeping Scottish Clansmen. 
In order to move more stealthily un-
der the cover of darkness 
the Norsemen removed 
their footwear.

As they drew near to the 
Scots it wasn’t the only thing 
hiding under the cover of 
darkness. For one of  Haakon’s men 
unfortunately stood on one of these 
spiny little defenders and shrieked out 
in pain, alerting the Clansmen of the 
advancing Norsemen. Needless to say 
the Scots who won the day.

The first use of the Thistle as a royal 
symbol of Scotland was on silver coins 
issued by James III in 1470.



LORD LIEUTENANT OPENS LOCHABER ARCHIVE CENTRE, APRIL 11, 2008
An £80,000 new archive centre, which preserves and 
makes available documents relating to aspects of Locha-
ber’s history from the 15th Century until the present day, 
was formally opened today  Friday (11 April) by Lord Lieu-
tenant, Donald Cameron of Lochiel.

Lochaber Archive Centre – Ionad Tasglann Loch Abar 
holds estate and family archives of Cameron of Lochiel 
and Cameron-Head of Lochailort. The centre also holds 
archives of parishes within the Presbytery of Lochaber.

Funded by The Highland Council and Highland 2007 the 
new centre - located at the Lochaber College - is part of 
The Highland Council’s hub and spokes strategy for the 
provision of its Archive Service. In addition to Locha-
ber, an area Archive Centre 
has been established in 
Caithness and another 
centre is being developed 
in Skye and Lochalsh.

Donald Cameron of 
Lochiel said: “I am de-
lighted to open this won-
derful archive centre as I am 
very supportive of the con-
cept of gathering historical 
papers, preserving them and 
making them available to the 
public. Lochaber has a rich 
history and I hope many 
people will gift or lend docu- ments so that the 
Archive will become a repository of unique and important 
information. The Lochiel family papers have been handled 
extremely well by the Highland Council Archivist’s team 
for whom I have nothing but praise.”

Councillor Bren Gormley, Vice Chairman of The Highland 
Council’s Education, Culture and Sport Committee said: 
“The opening of Lochaber Archive Centre confirms the 
Council’s commitment to maintaning and developing an 
active interest in the heritage and history of the High-
lands. Establishment of this centre is a major achievement 
in delivering a Highland-wide network of local archive 
facilities which will  play a major role in the ‘Year of High-
land Homecoming’ in 2009 and beyond.

“Archive staff at the centre are hoping to work with heri-
tage groups and local museums to preserve the archival 
heritage of the area. I hope that these and many new col-
lections will expand the wealth of information held locally 
including the transference of some materials from The 

National Archives of Scotland. An education and outreach 
programme will also be developed through the Lochaber 
Archive Centre.”

Records of The Highland Council relating to Lochaber 
and other historically important archives from the area 
will be stored in a secure and environmentally controlled 
archive repository.

A search room is available for members of the public to 
consult the archives and is supervised by trained staff that 
are on hand to help.  Photocopying and digital photogra-
phy of documents, subject to the condition of the docu-
ments, can be carried out by staff.

Collections and resources in 
the Lochaber Archive Centre 
- Ionad Tasglann Loch Abar 
include:

•  Council and local author-
ity records for the Lochaber 
region, including school and 
education records and po-
lice records;
•  Valuation Rolls;
•  Estate and Family Ar-
chives of Cameron of 
Lochiel and Cameron-
Head of Lochailort;

•  Records of the parishes of the Presbytery 
of Lochaber;

•   Maps and Plans, including large scale Ordnance Survey 
sheets;

• Burial records for Lochaber (available on CD which are 
accessible by staff);

• Volumes of Statistical Accounts for Scotland; 
• Census returns on microfilm for Lochaber (1841 -1901); 

and
• Old Parish Registers on microfilm.

The Lochaber Archive Centre is open Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 10am-1pm and 2pm to 5pm.  Parking 
is available behind the college, and snacks and drinks are 
available in the college café. For further information 
please telephone 01397 701942 or 700946, view the Inter-
net at www.highland.gov.uk/lochaberarchives or e-mail 
Lochaber.archives@highland.gov.uk

)om The Highland Council
http://www.highland.gov.uk/
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2009 GATHERING 
OF THE CAMERONS
Members of Clan Cameron North 
America, joined by Scotland, Austra-
lia and New Zealand have long been 
proud of our heritage and home-
land, as well we should be!

Very few clans can boast such a 
long, relatively unbroken family line 
as ours, dating back and docu-
mented well into the 13th century in 
Scotland.  We have as our titular 
head the Lochiel, a direct descen-
dant of that line, and he and his 
family still occupy Achnacarry on 
the Cameron homelands in The 
Highlands.  It is very fitting to want 
to maintain as much of this rich his-
tory as possible and to enhance and 
share it within our own chapters 
and branches worldwide.  We are 
truly an international organization.

To honor and preserve these tradi-
tions, the Lochiel family issues a call 
every five to ten years for a “gather-
ing of Camerons”, as was done in 
the centuries leading up to the pre-
sent.  Plans for the next event, to be 
held at Achnacarry in late July, 2009 
are well underway.  Additionally, 
North American Commissioner, 
Tom Cameron recently announced 
two very important bits of news 
aimed at further preservation of our 
Clan history.

The Cameron 
Clansmen’s Oak Grove.   
A site is being selected on the 
Achnacarry Estate not far from the 
main gate where oak seedlings will 
be planted, in an area where old 
oaks once stood and have long since 
died due to aging.  Any one who 
wishes to donate a seedling may do 
so in an ancestor’s name, their own 
name, to honor another Cameron, 

or just to be a part of preserving our 
homeland.
Donations will soon be accepted 
and a Pay Pal account established 
where anyone in the world can eas-
ily deposit money to a bank in Scot-
land for the safe purchase of small 
oak.  The amount per seedling is 
estimated to be approximately 10 
British pounds (approximately $20 
at the present time and exchange 
rate).  A small portion of this sum 
will be used to extend deer fencing 
around the oak grove to protect the 
plants until they mature.  The estate 
employs professional foresters to 
manage the lands and projects such 
as this to assure they are done cor-
rectly and with the maximum 
chance for survival.

The Cameron Heritage Trail. 
Our members visiting the Lochaber 
area, whether during a Gathering or 
at other times, need help finding 
sites related to our collective heri-
tage.  This Trail will be shown on a 
mapped packet that can be obtained 
in the area from the Cameron Mu-
seum on the Achnacarry grounds – 
or perhaps even downloaded from 

the website (from home or from 
their hotel) to assist them in their 
travels in the area.  Much of the de-
tail for this project will be obtained 
for publication from Virtual Locha-
ber, drawn and produced in 2006 by 
our own Commissioner Tom 
Cameron.   Those who attended the 
Red River Roundup in Oct. 2006 
saw this wonderful tool firsthand 
and new members have likely re-
ceived their own copy showing the 
vast area of detail connected to 
Cameron lands and our Scottish 
heritage.

These are just a few of the an-
nouncements you’ll be seeing and 
hearing soon from our national and 
international Cameron organization.  
Both projects are expected to be 
realities within the sixteen month 
span between now and The Gather-
ing.  There is much happening in 
Clan Cameron worldwide and much 
of which to be proud.  The Scotland 
Cameron lands belong to all of us 
who proudly bear the name and to 
honor and preserve it should be one 
of our strongest and most sincere 
goals. 
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HAIL, LAND OF MY FATHERS!

Hail, land of my fathers! I stand on thy shore, 
‘Neath the broad-fronted bluffs of thy granite once more; 
Old Scotland, my mother, the rugged, the bare, 
	
 That reared me with breath of the strong mountain air. 
No more shall I roam where soft indolence lies 
‘Neath the cloudless repose of the featureless skies, 
But where the white mist sweeps the red-furrowed scaur, 
	
 I will fight with the storm and grow strong by the war!
What boots all the blaze of the sky and the billow, 
Where manhood must rot on inglorious pillow? 
‘Tis the blossom that blooms from the taint of the grave, 
	
 ’Tis the glitter that gildeth the bonds of the slave. 
But Scotland, stern mother, for struggle and toil 
Thou trainest thy children on hard, rocky soil; 
And thy stiff-purposed heroes go conquering forth, 
	
 With the strength that is bred by the blasts of the north.
Hail, Scotland, my mother! and welcome the day 
When again I shall brush the bright dew from the brae, 
And, light as a bird, give my foot to the heather, 
	
 My hand to my staff, and my face to the weather; 
Then climb to the peak where the ptarmigan flies, 
Or stand by the linn where the salmon will rise, 
And vow never more with blind venture to roam 
	
 From the strong land that bore me — my own Scottish home.

John Stuart Blackie

Prof. John Stuart Blackie (1809-1895) 
was appointed to the Greek Chair in 
Edinburgh University in 1852. He 
worked hard to preserve the Gaelic 
language and literature and he was 
instrumental in founding the Chair of 
Celtic Literature in the University of 
Edinburgh. His Scottish-related po-
etry was published in “Lyrical Poems” 
(1860), and “Lays of the Highlands 
and Islands” (1872).
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Contributors

DALE CAMERON
Dale is one of the 
founders of the MoKan 
branch of Clan 
Cameron, N.A., and 
presently serves as its 

president.

EVAN CAMERON 
MARSHALL

Evan is the editor of 
the MoKan Cameron 
newsletters and 
website, as well as the 
director for Southern 

Missouri.

http://www.mokancameron.org/

Calendar
June 13-15, 2008
Kansas City Scottish Highland 
Games
E. H. Young Riverfront Park
Riverside, Missouri
http://www.kcscottishgames.org/

September 5-6, 2008
Southwest Missouri Celtic Heritage 
Festival & Highland Games
New City Park, North Hwy 65
Buffalo, Missouri
http://www.swmocelticfestival.com/
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