
Greetings,

There is not a lot to report from my corner in 
this issue. The 2008 year is quickly slipping 
away.

Our final appearance for 2008 will be the 
Southwest Missouri Celtic 
Heritage Festival in Buffalo, 
MO, September 5-6.  This is a 
relatively new game, but it is 
growing with each new 
season.  I would ask, if you 
can schedule this weekend in 
your plans, please come and 
spend the weekend with us at 
the clan tent in Buffalo.

I am again happy to report 
that the branch continues to 
remain strong.  Since I am 
reluctant to say we have lost 
members this year, let me 
state that we still have a few 
members who are delinquent 
for the 2008 year.  I ask that 
these members take a few 
minutes of their time right now to make out a 
check for your dues and send it to our 
treasurer, Allan Cameron.

Our branch is very fortunate to have an 
excellent board of officers who remain strong 
in their heritage and believe in the future of 
the MoKan Branch of Clan Cameron.  I know I 
speak for the board when I say that we 
appreciate your confidence in allowing us to 
take care of the matters and decisions 

concerning our branch.  This is your branch, 
your paid membership makes this so.  As a 
member, each one of you is a VERY important 
part of this branch.  We have come a long way 
and have accomplished much in just a few 
short years…the biggest one being from 
chapter status in 2000 to branch status in 

2007.  With this charge 
comes added responsibility.

Evan Marshall is our current 
newsletter editor.  Please 
share with him any 
happenings of your life that 
you would like to be in the 
newsletter…weddings, birth 
announcements, and 
outstanding 
accomplishments in your 
family.  Additionally, any 
deaths should be submitted 
to Evan for the Flowers of the 
Forest section. Help Evan to 
make our newsletter the envy 
of other branches. 

The 2009 Games season will 
be here before we are ready for it.  We will 
have the itinerary of our games schedule out 
shortly after the first February.

Schedule some time to be active and 
participate with us at the games…you’ll 
always be welcome.

Aye,

Dale
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2009 GATHERING OF THE CAMERONS

Members of Clan Cameron North America, joined by 

Scotland, Australia and New Zealand have long been 

proud of our heritage and homeland, as well we should be!

Very few clans can boast such a long, relatively unbroken 

family line as ours, dating back and documented well into 

the 13th century in Scotland. We have as our titular head 

the Lochiel, a direct descendant of that line, and he and 

his family still occupy Achnacarry on the Cameron 

homelands in The Highlands. It is very fitting to want to 

maintain as much of this rich history as possible and to 

enhance and share it within our own chapters and 

branches worldwide. We are truly an international 

organization.

To honor and preserve these traditions, the Lochiel family 

issues a call every five to ten years for a “gathering of 

Camerons”, as was done in the centuries leading up to the 

present. Plans for the next event, to be held at Achnacarry 

in late July, 2009 are well underway. Additionally, North 

American Commissioner, Tom Cameron recently 

announced two very important bits of news aimed at 

further preservation of our Clan history.

The Cameron 

Clansmen’s Oak Grove.

A site is being selected 

on the Achnacarry 

Estate not far from the 

main gate where oak 

seedlings will be 

planted, in an area 

where old oaks once 

stood and have long 

since died due to aging. 

Any one who wishes to 

donate a seedling may 

do so in an ancestor’s 

name, their own name, to honor another Cameron, or just 

to be a part of preserving our homeland.

Donations will soon be accepted and a Pay Pal account 

established where anyone in the world can easily deposit 

money to a bank in Scotland for the safe purchase of 

small oak. The amount per seedling is estimated to be 

approximately 10 British pounds (approximately $20 at 

the present time and exchange rate). A small portion of 

this sum will be used to extend deer fencing around the 

oak grove to protect the plants until they mature. The 

estate employs professional foresters to manage the lands 

and projects such as this to assure they are done correctly 

and with the maximum chance for survival.

The Cameron Heritage Trail.

Our members visiting the Lochaber area, whether during 

a Gathering or at other times, need help finding sites 

related to our collective heritage. This Trail will be shown 

on a mapped packet that can be obtained in the area from 

the Cameron Museum on the Achnacarry grounds – or 

perhaps even downloaded from the website (from home 

or from their hotel) to assist them in their travels in the 

area. Much of the detail for this project will be obtained 

for publication from Virtual Lochaber, drawn and 

produced in 2006 by our own Commissioner Tom 

Cameron. Those who attended the Red River Roundup in 

Oct. 2006 saw this wonderful tool firsthand and new 

members have likely received their own copy showing the 

vast area of detail connected to Cameron lands and our 

Scottish heritage.

These are just a few of 

the announcements 

you’ll be seeing and 

hearing soon from our 

national and 

international Cameron 

organization. Both 

projects are expected to 

be realities within the 

sixteen month span 

between now and The 

Gathering. There is 

much happening in Clan 

Cameron worldwide and much of which to be proud. The 

Scotland Cameron lands belong to all of us who proudly 

bear the name and to honor and preserve it should be one 

of our strongest and most sincere goals.
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K.C. SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAMES

Though the weather was threatening wind and rain, the 
K. C. Scottish Highland Games marked our second clan 
event of the season.  The recent flooding in the area had 
left the ground saturated and the nearby Missouri River 
swollen with mud and debris.  On Friday evening, the 
“Calling of the Clans” ceremony was relocated inside the 
main tent.  Neil Taylor, MoKan Branch Vice President, 
answered the call with a resounding “Sons of the hounds 
come and get flesh – Unite”.  

Saturday morning dawned into a beautiful, warm June 
day.  Allan and Deby Cameron, Neil and Zee Taylor, and 
Dale and Carol Cameron arrived early to complete our clan tent set up.  With this accomplished by 
all the helping hands, it was an impressive display.  We set up two tents next to each other to 
accommodate our expected members and visitors.  MoKan Branch has grown from a small one 

canopy, one table, and two chair setup to our 
present two tent setup…with our banners now 
prominently displayed in the flag stand.  Thanks 
to the many hours of work that has gone on in the 
“off season” by our members. 

Attendance was down overall for the Games this 
year, but nonetheless, the MoKan Branch was 
well represented.  Our tent offered a relaxed oasis 
for those looking for their clan heritage roots 
with Clan Cameron.  All were welcomed.  The day 
ended with lively music by a Celtic band in the 
main tent area.

Sunday, the final day of the Games, the sky was dark with threatening storms.  This did not deter 
the brave highlanders from attending the kirking in the main tent.  Each clan entered holding high 
their tartan as their name was called.  In all 15 clans were 
represented.  After the service, as we were enjoying the 
fellowship of the other clans, the security asked that we 
be watchful of the evermore threatening weather.  As we 
entered our tent(s) the word came down…”EVACUATE 
NOW”.  In quick order without uttering a word to the 
other, our members rose to the occasion and packed up 
the tent(s), banner, tables, chairs, display items, and all. 
Within 10 minutes, we were driving away from the park 
just moments ahead of the storm.  MoKan Branch stayed 
dry and each drove safely home.  
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Contributors
DALE CAMERON

Dale is one of the
founders of the MoKan
branch of Clan
Cameron, N.A., and
presently serves as its
president.

EVAN CAMERON
MARSHALL

Evan is the editor of
the MoKan Cameron
newsletters and
website, as well as the
director for Southern
Missouri.

http://www.mokancameron.org/
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WILLIE WINKIE

Wee Willie Winkie rins through the toun,
Up stairs and doon stairs in his nicht-goun,
Tirlin' at the window, cryin' at the lock,
'Are the weans in their bed, for it's noo ten o'clock?'

'Hey, Willie Winkie, are ye comin' ben?
The cat's singin' grey thrums to the sleepin' hen,
The dog's spelder'd on the floor, and disna gi'e a cheep,
But here's a waukrife laddie that winna fa' asleep!'

Onything but sleep, you rogue! glow'ring like the mune,
Rattlin' in an airn jug wi' an airn spune,
Rumblin', tumblin' round about, crawin' like a cock,
Skirlin' like a kenna-what, wauk'nin' sleepin' fock.

'Hey, Willie Winkie - the wean's in a creel!
Wambling aff a bodie's knee like a verra eel,
Ruggin' at the cat's lug, and ravelin' a' her thrums
Hey, Willie Winkie - see, there he comes!'

Wearit is the mither that has a stoorie wean,
A wee stumple stoussie, that canna rin his lane,
That has a battle aye wi' sleep before he'll close an ee
But a kiss frae aff his rosy lips gies strength anew to me. 

-- William Miller

Meaning of unusual words:
Tirlin' = rapping
ben = through
thrums = purring
spelderd = spread out
waukrife laddie = insomniac boy
glow'ring = shining
mune = moon
airn = iron
Skirlin' = shrieking with excitement
kenna-what = something or other
creel = deep basket
Wambling = wriggling
Ruggin' = tugging
lug = ear
ravelin' = confusing
thrums = purring
stoorie = dusty
stumple stoussie = short, sturdy child 




